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Gentlemen, 


'HO' I am a Stranger to many of y and come 
not to your 1 * 2 am I a be Well- 
wiſher to the W 00.90 ingaged in, and to 
your ſelves for it: And tho? 1 2 ſoon call d 
8 away, for a better Service, I ho hope (as as — 
is) and ſuch as may Crown it at laſt with a 
yet have J never ceaſed, as occaſion was offered, to cc 
what I could to promote it. And for that pur — do I now 
write this. I chanced lately to look into a Book, wherein 1 
obſerved that you had not only increaſed your Numbers, but alſo. 0 
inlarged your Stile and Title, and made it more Comprehenſive ; 
not only for 2 * s, and 3 of Vice, bur for 


Rr e a National Reformation. we | I 
do not diſlike provided 7 you make good the Undertaking, 
uppreſſion of Vice is but like Weeding the Gr — 


odere of Manners require * Planting of Virtue, And | 
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dare to all 1 

— Vas Were gn 0 into 2 
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to ſeck fol ot ere 1 _ as have 

little of true Vite in This would be rather to animate 

Vice, when the Trick is inderſiood an to corrupt your ſelves 

with Vanity; to Nation. And if ſuch a 

St. Paul ul 5 he Preach'd to others himſelt 


ſnould become a — 22 


t think fuch a Caution 
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And that you may ſee 
© Ak ne, 1 ſhall acjuaint you with 


th KENT very well, I preſurue moſt 
A of the Socie 
thy thoſe, who ding yori a ties, Cc. 


This werk was in a hopeful wa 9 to have 

greater e throughout the w 
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ome Terre fadgts Viiecke it, and the Trackers 

9895 Yr 5181. Good ag. ta it, 

trunity; wh h ar! Honeſt Prof 

— its. ” The Gveatir fer of 
ogreſs of 4 


2 W en were 
1 3 and 
NtttÞal and 2 ; and for What they had done 


id. chat g ork, before the then Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Gale al, whereof two were es of the Houſe of 
Commons, and e — of HM Speak x goon the Author 
of 'the Book 775 he wrote it, and 
wan!d be ready to anſwer mY when they pe 8 So that when 
they pf they were diſchar B of tha hag options 
for the reſt, and, tho? in the Pre of no ted than Seven of 
the 
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of who 
Seniour of Society, was the firſt | 
Peace in t, the firſt and greateſt Sufferer — and even from ſuch 
as ought to have treated him other wiſe; and has deſerved as well 


in the Service as any Man in it. The Papers were what was 
for a more tal Reformation, and have been 
much inlarged fince; fo that What is there ſaid, is needleſs now 
to be repeated. But this is now Publiſhed upon this ſpecial Oc- 
calion ; It relates what did concern the Beginners of your 
Society and the Seven Biſhops, and doth now concern your whole 
Society, and the whole Order of Biſhops, to redeem the Op- 
ity, which was then inexcuſably neglected. 
There hath ſince that Letter been another ſuch Opportunit 
neglected, it there was any Member of your Society in the la 
| Houſe of Commons, as you know there was; and I know there 
| was thoſe, who knew what was written to Sir R. C. to be 
true. And where was your Zcal for Reformation, that none 
of you all ſhewed more concera in ſuch a Caſe as that? But 
it is now again revived; by a late Printed Paper concerning the 
ä — —— of the * Houſe b. noting it be nat 
prudentially neglected. Here you have an Opportunit 
to demonſtrate the Reality of your Zeal for the Honour of God, 
and of your Concern for the Service of your Country. And 
you are like ro have one, who was one of the firſt, and prin- 
| cipal Actors next Mr. Hartley, of the Society, a Member of 
the next Parliament, and to ſerve for the ſame County, for 
which he ſerved, who was concern'd in that Violation of that 
Fundamental Right of all the Commons cf England, and for 
which, two of the Principal Criminals concern'd in that Charge 
of Impiety, did ſerve the laſt and precedent Parliament. © 
that it is hard to ſay, how a Man can have more ſpecial Ob- 
ligations him for any Service, beſides thaſe General Obli- 


tions of of Religion, Love of his Country, and the 
ruſt repoſed in him. 
But tho he be fo ſpecially obliged, yet 1 conceive the whole 


nar awe and 14 Bu 1 2 of it more 
ſpecially by former n o Nov is the time to appear 
in this Cauſe, and ſhew jour ſelves, Men and Chriſt iaus. If 
you, who make ſuch Prerences for a National Reformation, 
ſaew your ſel ves Triſters with God and Man upon 1 * fork 
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15 the Glory of Reforming "fo fat ſtom ing 
themſelves, that they ate rather deeper into that empty 
Formality, Affectation and Vanity, which Icould not indure in 
ſo ſerious a Work at the firſt, have often ed in private, 
and, ſince that could not prevail, think neceſſary to be a little 
check d by a more public Admonition : but in hope of Amend 
ment upon this, ſhall ſay no more at this time. 1 wiſh you 
all well, and ſhould be ready to ſerve you all, or any of you in 
the Work you are in in, if there be occation. 
le is a Work, which requires very ſerious Application, and 
Good Reſolution. The Root of all our Unbappineſs, which moſt 
needs a Reformation is in the Patliament, and eſpecially: in 
the Spiritual Lords, as rhey arecommonly calbd, and the Houſe 
of Commons. I muſt be bold to ſay, I know not a more 
Infignificant Bod) of Men upon the face of the Earth than 
the preſent Biſhops: Nor have they ever been much better 
ſince they were cow'd and diſpirited by that Beaſt, Hen. 8th, 
and Corrupted with Treacherous Principles by his Falſe Propher, 
Cranmer. Nor can | expect ever to ce things bearer till rhe 
Cranmarian Spirit, and that Curſed thing then introduced be caſt 
out of the Nation. Ir will, I verily believe, prove a continual 
Curſe both to Church and State to the Deſtruction of both, 
if it be not ſpecdily caſt out, bur longer foſtred by ſuch Biſhops. 
And'rho' the inferior Clergy make ſome Oppoſition, it ſeems to 
me but trifling and ſcandalous, by ſo much inſiſting upoti Fa- 
men Principles, as if there were no better to determine the 
Caſc effectually; or they did not dare to aſſert them. Such 
is their worldly Wiſdom. Had we Biſhops of true Chriſtian 
Spirirs, we ſhould need na Societies for Reformation of Man- 
nets a the Laity. Bur God hath. raiſed! up all the So- 
cieties, and permitted the Sets to expoſe the Unworthineſs of 
ſuch à Body of Biſops. Nor can we expect better than a 
continual Succeffion of Temporizing Flatreres of Princes, till 
what I have ſaid be done. Perhaps ſome Grub. ftreet Scriblerito 
er a Penny, may call this 1 and their Lordſhips, if they 
* no more Religion, be oſle q at it. But i muſt let them 
know, 1 write it purely out of Fidelity to God, and Fidelity to 
my Country. They know whol am, and that I am teady to 
demonſtrate what I ſay at any time. Let them mend — 
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Duty; make them know — are not their 
Maſters but their Scrvauts, by them Inſtructiuns, and in- 
quiring into their Behaviour in the and vindicate that 
great and neceſſary fundamenral Righr of every Commoner of 

nelaad, to have their Petitions for juſt and proper Matters, duly 
2nd decenrly anſwer'd, without either rejeQing their Petitions 
without reading, or diſcouraging them by Dominercing Commit- 
ments. And this is a matter your Society is ſpecially obliged to 
promote at this time in good earneſt. It is true, all the Com- 
mons of arc concern'd in it in general, but you more 
eſpecially,who areconcern'd for your ſelves immediately, and upon 
that occaſion for the Service of your Country. How ſilly a 
thing was it to tell the World in your Book, that the Biſhop of 
GlouceFer has been a great Encoutager of your Undertaking, 
and writ a Vindication of it, when he was one of rhe Seven, who 
wete preſent at the Hearing, and he who ſcribled that part of your 
Book, one of thoſe, who were queſtion d, and yer neither they 


nor any of the reſt, have to this Day ever farther 12 in 


dation of the Book befdre · mentioned, of the inn ing and 
mpeg of the Reformation, and a little trick of ſome to in- 


192 Matter; and the Vindication was but built upon the Foun- 


the Honour of this Work to themſelves; which they 


gro 
Koald (till have injoyed, had they but better deſerved it: and 


t will not deny them the juſt mendations of what they 
hive done; for it is a good Work, and deſerves Encouragement. 
But in the Houſe of Commons there is one great Decay of our 
Ooernment ,' which is commonly taken notice of, but no care 
taken for the Repair» Many Antient Corporations, which were 
conſiderable heretofore, are in proceſs of time reduced to ſuch 
a Paucity of inconſiderable ors, and thoſe ſo ſubjeR to 
ſome particular Perfons, that they have in Truthand Realiry no 
Choice at all, no more than out Dean and Chapters) fo that 
it may well be queſtioned, if the Principles of the true Engliſh 
Government, which was founded upon true Principles of Wiſ- 
dom, Juſtice and Equity, be well conſider'd, whether welt 
| ought 
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inconſiderable Bu | ſhe 
mercenary in their Elections, that they have long juſtly forfeited 
their Right of Elections, if it were looked into; So that it may be con- 
ſidered, Whether it be not an Abuſe of the Government, and an Injury to 
all the Counties, Citys and Confiderable Burroughs, that Writs are fill 
ſent out to them ? | 

Theſe are things fit to be conſider d by ſuch as pretend to attempt᷑ a 
National Reformation: For unleſs this Root be all other At- 
tempts are but playing with a vain Pretence of Reformation, which is 
more like to render your ſelves and the Nation ridiculous at laſt, than 
to produce any ſolid and laſting Fruits. I do not write this todiſcourage 
pour Proceedings, gold o make you fenſible of what you have of your 
elves undertaken, and to excite _u to ſhew your ſelves Men, and 
perform your Engagements. Nor do I call vou to any GS 
cable, or more than to do what vou can. You are like to have ſome 
Members in the Houſe: You may all conſult out of the Houſe what is 
fit to be done by them in it: and thoſe who are not Members to act 
there, may do good Service by acting as Solliciters without. Do but 
honeſtly what you can, and I have no more to ſay. But I muſt tell you, 
What is the Right and Duty of every Commoner of England, upon 
any ſpecial Occaſion, is mach more the Right and Duty of ſo many 
engaged in a Society for ſuch a Reformation. Any one of you may 
Petition the Houſe, and you may injoin any one of your own Mem 
who is of the Houſe, to preſent it. And you have this Encouragemeat 
that none can oppoſe it, but he will eaſily be diſcover d to be no true 
Friend to his try, but a Man of Delia and Intereſt Ee 
thy of à place in ſuch an Aſſembly, And beſides this, if the Number 
of ſuch Perſons in the Houſe be too great to obtain ſo neceſſary a Pre- 
paration, I ſee no reaſon why the King, with the Advice of the Judges 
and Privy Council, ſhould not diſſolve them, and ſummon anot 
Parliament without any Writ to ſuch Corporations, Nor do I know 
any more juſt and reaſonable matter for all the Counties, Cities, and 
moſt conſiderable Burroughs, to Addreſs to His Majeſty for, than this; 
aud few things more Honourable for His Reign. | 

Belides the Juſtice of this, it is greatly neceſſary to prevene divers 
Miſchiefs and Inconveniencies to the Nation, both from Forreigners, 
and from Parties and Factions at home, and particularly that pernici- 
ous one of Republican Deiſts and Latitudinarians, ſo dangerous, no 
leſs to Religion, than to the Government, 

Other things there are very pertinent for your Conſideration. 
Bot I (hall rior trouble you with more, till I underſtand what uſe is 
made of this: Which, tho in print, I intend only for the uſe of your 


ſelve andſome few chern AP 26 Fai bful Friend 
our Fat rie 
| and Humble Servant. 
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